
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                     “Prelude and Fugue in C”                            Darke 

* HYMN 488 The God of Abram Praise    Leoni 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:

 Leader: The earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.   

 People: By God's word the heavens were made.  

 Leader: God's Spirit hovered over the face of the deep  

 People: And all creation was fashioned, bringing forth life. 

 Leader: The Spirit still works today  

 People: Bringing new birth to all who call upon God's name. 

INTROIT   Orlando di Lasso 

How deep has been my sinning, yet greater still your grace. 
My God and Lord, I call you with all my heart and voice. 
In your great mercy, hear me, and be not far from me; 
Purify me in your love, O Lord, for it is time! 
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we affirm our belief in your guidance, yet we are 
afraid to move into the unknown.  We want to experience new  
life in the Spirit, but we fear of having our present lives disturbed.   
May we hear and respond to your call on our lives with heightened 
enthusiasm and deepened faith.  By your Spirit may we have the 
courage to follow Jesus wherever he leads us.  In the name of  
Christ we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

KYRIE Hymnal No. 565  Weaver  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 383 My Faith Looks Up to Thee Olivet 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes.  + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 12:1-4   

ANTHEM God So Loved the World Bob Chilcott 

 God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that who so believeth in 
 him shall not perish but have everlasting life.  

SECOND LESSON John 3:1-17 

SERMON “Higher View”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY The Apple Tree         arr. K. Lee Scott 
       RYAN ALLEN, BARITONE 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, Laden with fruit and always green: 
The tree of life my soul hath seen, Laden with fruit and always green: 
The trees of nature fruitless be, Compared with Christ the apple tree. 
 

His beauty doth all things excel: By faith I know, but ne’er can tell, 
His beauty doth all things excel: By faith I know, but ne’er can tell, 
The glory which I now can see In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 

For happiness I long have sought, And pleasure dearly I have bought: 
For happiness I long have sought, And pleasure dearly I have bought: 
I missed of all; but now I see ‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 
 

I’m weary with my former toil, Here I will sit and rest awhile: 
I’m weary with my former toil, Here I will sit and rest awhile: 
Under the shadow I will be, Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, It keeps my dying faith alive; 
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, It keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be With Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 

(Words: from Divine Hymns or Spiritual Songs, compiled by Joshua Smith, 1784) 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN (in bulletin) I Am Thine, O Lord  I Am Thine 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE   Prelude in C Major         Böhm 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Alabama-based composer K. Lee Scott (b. 1950) is one of the foremost composers of 
church music in America today. His hymns appear in eight hymnals. British composer 
Bob Chilcott (b. 1957) has set the familiar “Gospel in a nutshell” in a refreshing and 
lovely contrast to the traditional John Stainer setting. Orlando di Lasso (1532 —  1594) 
was a Flemish late renaissance composer in the polyphonic style. Spending most of his 
career in Munich, he was a equally recognized contemporary of Palestrina and Victoria. 
Georg Böhm (1661 — 1733) was a North German baroque organist. He is best know 
for having taught the young J. S. Bach when he was a student in Lüneburg. Harold 
Darke (1888-1976) was the organist and choir director at St. Michael’s, Cornhill in 
England. There he established the oldest continually running lunchtime organ recital series 
in 1916 which continues today! His setting of “In the Bleak Midwinter” is a favorite at 
Christmas concerts. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Genesis 12:1-4 (NRSV) 
 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you,  
and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.” 
 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 
 

John 3:1-17 (NRSV) 
 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know  
that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered  
him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without 
being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone  
be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you,  
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water  
and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11“Very 
truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 
 



  

 




